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II. The Canon 

A. What is the Canon? 

1. Canon comes from the Hebrew word for _____________ or __________ 
_____________.  

2. The early church used this word to describe the books which measured up to 

the ____________________________________. 

3. The Roman Catholic church maintains that the canon is a collection of 

authoritative writings __________________________________of the 

Church. Authority for the church therefore rests in the church above the Word. 

4. The Protestant church maintains that the canon is a collection of authoritative 

writings ________________________ the standard of divine inspiration. 

Authority for the church therefore rests in the Word above the church.   

5. _________ of the autographs (original manuscripts) are extant. Early copies 

do exist but there are no original manuscripts for the Old or New Testament.  

 

B. The Old Testament Canon 

1. The Formation of the Canon 

a. The Old Testament was written during the years _______________. 

b. The Canon began with the ________________________. 

c. The Canon closed with the cessation of the line of prophets following the 

death of ________________. 

2. The Division of the Canon 

a. The Old Testament Canon is divided into ____________ sections (Luke 

24:44). The Hebrew Bible is designated by the acronym _____________.  

b. The first division is ____________. Torah (Genesis – Deuteronomy) 

c. The second division is ____________. Nevi’im (Joshua – II Kings and 

Jeremiah – Malachi) 

d. The third division is ____________. Ketuvim (Job – Songs of Songs)    
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3. The Testimony of the Canon – 3 sources for confirmation of Canon 

 

a. Jesus and the New Testament authors quote the Old Testament Scriptures 

as authoritative _________________.  

 

b. The historian Josephus declared the list of inspired books to have been 

closed to all Jews for ___________________ by AD 95. 

 

c. Melito, a Christian bishop from Sardis, determined the order and number 

of books of the Old Covenant to be ________ in AD 170. There was doubt 

over the inspiration of _________________.  

C. The Apocrypha  

1. The Catholic View 

a. The Apocrypha is a collection of ___________ books containing 

important teachings for God’s people written from ________________.  

1 and 2 Ezra, Tobit, Judith, Additions to Esther, Wisdom of 

Solomon, Ecclesiasticus, Baruch, Letter of Jeremiah, Prayer of 

Azariah and Song of Three Young Men, Susanna, Bel and the 

Dragon, Prayer of Manasseh, and I and II Maccabees  

b. The early church fathers saw _______________ in the Apocrypha.  

c. Jerome included the Apocrypha in the ______________________.  

d. The Catholic church officially declared twelve Apocrypha books to be 

inspired at _______________________________________.  

2. The Protestant View 

a. The Apocrypha contains important historical information on 

___________________________________ (453BC – AD30).  

b. Jerome declared the Apocrypha to be “books of the church” and not _____ 

___________________. 

c. They are not accepted in the NT as ___________________ (there are 

no clear quotations). 

d. They contain historical and doctrinal ___________________. 

 


