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Step Three: Personal Application 

The Aim of Step Three 
The Biblical interpreter seeks to take the final step of applying the timeless 

principles in the Bible to his/her individual life. The Christ-like interpreter is not content 
to read and understand the Bible, but he/she wants to live out the principles contained 
in Scripture. 
 
The Importance of Personal Application  

1. Those who apply the Bible are __________________ (James 1:22). 
In context James is encouraging the church to put off wickedness and put on 
righteousness. Those who are righteous in the eyes of God are not those who 

understand His Word but those who live it out. 
 
 

2. Those who apply the Bible are ________________ (Matthew 7:24-27). 
Jesus concludes the greatest sermon in human history with the challenge that 
hearing His sermon counts for nothing. What matters is that we build our lives 
upon what we have heard.  

 
 
Five Ways to Apply the Bible* 

1. Direct _________________ – many passages in the Bible are direct commands 
calling God’s people to obedience. These direct and commands, first and 
foremost, most be obeyed before any other stories or controversial passages are 
tackled. Don’t worry about Balaam’s talking donkey until you understand the 
basic commands of the Bible. 
 

a. Bless those who persecute you (Romans 12:14) 
 
 

b. Accept the one who is weak in faith (Romans 14:1) 
 

2. General _______________ – the Bible presents numerous principles for Biblical 
living but we are left up to Spiritual leading and personal wisdom on how to 
apply these general truths.  

a. Keep an eye on dissensions (Romans 16:17) 

b. Desire earnestly spiritual gifts (I Cor 14:1) 
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3. ________________ analogy – Many of our modern issues and struggles today 

were not mentioned in the Bible. Many of the issues in the first generation of 
Christians are no longer applicable today. We also struggle with many 
temptations and grey issues that would be incomprehensible to the early 
church. Israelites and early Christians were not given the responsibility to vote 
for their political leaders or tempted with entertainment on the internet.  

a. Concerning meet offered to idols (I Cor 8:1-13) 

 

b. Slaves, in all things obey your masters (Col. 3:22) 

 

4. ________________ analogy – We apply indirectly when a passage teaches us 
by example as opposed to instruction. Moral and ethical lessons from narrative 
passages in the Bible fall under this category. Take caution not to limit the Bible 
to a book of moral lessons. The message of the Bible is the redemption of this 
world by the cross of Christ for the glory of God. The Bible was not given to 
teach us lessons on honesty, charity, and how to be better people.  

a. Daniel continued on his knees in prayer (Daniel 6:10) 

 

b. Amnon hater her with a great hatred (II Sam 13:15) – Tamar 

 

5. Indirect ________________ – There are thousands of verses in the Bible that are 
not about you and cannot be applied directly or indirectly to your life. The 
Bible records genealogies of the Jewish people, specific instructions for the 
building of the Tabernacle, and dietary laws that are not for the church. 
Properly applying the Word of God requires an understanding that the Bible 
is not is always about you.  

a. The sons of Perez were Hezron and Hamul (I Chron 2:5) 

b. He made 50 loops in one curtain (Exodus 36:12) 

*This list was created by Joe Carter 

See through your eyes 

Your final task as the interpreter of God’s Word is to see the Bible from your own 
perspective. How can you live out the Word of God on a daily basis? We are called to 
practice a living faith (James 2:14-26). Do not read the Word to simply gain spiritual 
knowledge. Read the Word to grow and change into the image of Jesus Christ (Col 3:12-
17).  


