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IV. Relationships in the Trinity 

A. The Father, Son, and Spirit are equal in ________ and ________ from 

eternity past to eternity future. There never was or never will be a moment when 

the Father will possess more glory or deity than the Son or the Spirit. All three 

members of the Trinity always have been and always will be God.  

 

B. The Father, Son, and Spirit relate to one another and creation in ways that are 

distinct and appropriate to each other. These roles do not ___________ or 

__________ the glory of one member of the Trinity in comparison to another. 

They simple reflect the ________ that each has possessed for all eternity.  

 

C. God chose to reveal Himself by titles that reflect the relationship between each 

member of the Trinity 

 

1. Father: God the Father takes upon the role of the _________. He acts 

as the _________ and _________ in the interactions of the Trinity. 

 

2. Son: Jesus the Christ takes upon a ______________ of the one who 

is sent. He acts as one who obeys and follows the will of the Father in all 

things. 

 

3. Spirit: The Holy Spirit takes upon ______________ in the one who 

proceeds from the leading of the Father and the Son. He acts as One who is 

submissive to both Father and Son.  

 

V. The Doctrine Developed 

A. The Apostolic Father (100-150AD) did not argue ______ or __________ the 

doctrine of the Trinity. They proclaimed the Trinitarian formula in ___________ 

(in the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit), but they did not expound on the 

relationship between the three.  

B. Second Century Apologists (100-200AD) – Justin Martyr, Tatian, and 

Athenagoras expressed the most common that Jesus has all the glory and deity of 

the Father, but Jesus was a ________________ (He was begotten) of the Father. 

They did not discuss anything clear on the ___________. 

C. Irenaeus (130-212AD) – The _______________ church father to express full deity 

of all three members of the Trinity. The Father, Son, and Spirit are all _______ 

and _______________ God. He does not speculate on how the three can all be the 

one God.  
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D. Tertullian (150-225AD) – the first church Father to use the word ______________ 

to describe God. He wrote of one ______________ with three ______________.  

E. The Council of Nicaea (325AD) – this council affirmed the _____________ of 

Christ.  The Father and Son are God, but the Spirit is undefined.  

F. The Council of Constantinople (381AD) – repeated the teaching of the council of 

Nicaea. It added that the Spirit is _______________ with the Father and Son.  

 


