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HUMAN: what Mary share in common with all 

people, male, female, Christian, and unbeliever HUMAN 

BELIEVER 

WOMAN 

OT SAINT 

1st CENTURY JEW 

MARY 

1ST CENTURY JEW: this is the traits and 

struggles of Jewish woman at her time 

BELIEVER: a word that binds together all those 

who worship God in Old and New Testaments 

OT SAINTS: what is unique to one who was born 

and lived under the Mosaic Law 

WOMAN: focus only on those things that are 

shared by females throughout history 

MARY: a specific woman who was betrothed to 

Joseph and received an unexpected calling 

Step Two: The Timeless Interpretation 

  
 
The Aim of Step Two 

The Biblical interpreter seeks to grasp the timeless principle/lessons found in each 
Biblical text. Our aim is to discover what we can learn about God, Christ-like living, and 
our world through the stories, poems, prophecies, and letters of the Bible regardless of 
the age in which a person lives. 
 
The Ladder of Abstraction  

 The Ladder of Abstraction help us transfer truth from 2,000+ years ago. 
 

1. Levels of Abstraction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. The ladder of abstraction helps to weed out incorrect interpretation and 
application 
 

a. Mary found favor with God (Luke 1:28) 
 

b. Who would also find favor with God based upon the ladder of 
abstraction? Is this blessing specific to Mary or does it teach us a 
universal lesson regarding God’s favor? 
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3. The ladder of abstraction helps us to discover additional correct 

interpretations and applications 
 

a. How does this passage relate to obedience to the Law? 
 

b. For men, does this passage teach us about the blessing of childbirth, 
motherhood that would normally be discounted?  

 
 
 
 The Bible’s One Author  

 The Biblical interpreter shapes his understanding of every passage based 
upon our knowledge that the Holy Spirit was the mover behind the entire book.  

 
1. The dual authorship of Scripture. Every passage has two authors. We discussed 

the first in step one, the human author. Every passage is also the miraculous 
creative work of the Holy Spirit (II Tim 3:16; I Cor 2:6-16; II Peter 1:20-21). 
 
 

2. The Spirit’s purposes for the inspired Word 
a. Teaching 

b. Reproof 

c. Correction 

d. Training in Righteousness 

e. Equip the Christian for every good work 

 
 

3. The Unity of His Word 
a. Scripture will not contradict Scripture. 

 
b. Scripture is our greatest helper to interpret Scripture. 
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Dangerous Ways to Find Meaning in a Text 

1. Spiritualizing the text – a point in a passage is twisted into a meaning not 
present in the author’s context. 
 

a. Gideon and those who lap water like a dog 
 
 

2. Allegorizing the text – the elements of a narrative are reduced to symbols to 
point to another truth. 
 

a. Song of Solomon 
 
 

3. Typologizing the Text – a Biblical event, person, or institution serves as a 
pattern of other events, person, or institution. 
 

a. The NT author’s commonly do this for Christ in quotations of the OT 
(water from the rock is Christ, I Cor 10:1-5). 

 
 

b. We should be very cautious about using any OT story as a type without 
the leading of the Spirit through the example of the NT. 
 

 
4. Bible Codes and Numerology – God has not given any revelation that He 

desires His people to discover His will or plans through hidden codes in the 
Bible.    

 

See through the Spirit’s eyes 

Your second task in understanding and interpreting the Bible is to grasp the 

message from ______________________ to  _____________________________. 


